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ABSTRACT This paper describes a rare Cinguloterebra from the water of northwestern West
Australia collected by remotely operated vehicle. At present, there are only four known specimens
of Cinguloterebra stricklandi Zheng and Maxwell, sp. nov., which can be distinguished form others
in the genus by colour and morphological features. The new species is described based on
morphology and its differing distinctive spiral threads. This species adds to the growing number of
recently discovered taxa that has resulted from remotely operated vehicle exploratory expeditions in
deep water on the continental shelf targeting Mollusca, and it is only with the generosity of those
explorers that papers such as this are made possible.
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INTRODUCTION

Terebridae is a family of predatory gastropods
distinguished by their long pencil-like shape
and their beautifully coloured and sculptured
spires. This paper presents a new species of
Cinguloterebra Oyama, 1961 from the
southern Western Australian coast, and is the
product of remotely operated vehicles
undertaking benthic exploration into molluscan
diversity. The material used in this study was
donated by Drew Strickland, who is a generous
benefactor towards molluscan research in
Western Australia, and without whom many
species would remain undescribed and
therefore unknown to science.

The southeastern Western Australian coast has
become a focus for renewed investigation by
taxonomists with the discovery of many new
taxa in recent times (Zheng and Maxwell
2026b,c; Zheng et al. 2026a,b,c). This new

species highlights the need for ongoing
research into the deeper waters of the Perthian
Subprovince (Petuch and Berschauer 2020), a
task that has for too long been neglected by
salaried institutional workers.

METHODS

Morphological information was used to
differentiate and describe the new species.
Similar morphological methods have been used
in recent studies to describe other Australian
taxa such as Volutidae (Zheng and Maxwell
2025a,b,c,d, 2026a; Zheng et al. 2026a),
Vasidae (Zheng and Maxwell 2026c),
Borsoniidae (Zheng and Maxwell 2026d),
Turbinidae (Zheng and Maxwell 2026b),
Columbariidae (Zheng and Maxwell 2025e)
and Harpidae (Zheng et al. 2026b). The use of
species rank in this paper was based on the
theoretical understanding contained within
Maxwell et al. (2020, 2021). Genetic material
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was available for this study, but this was not
financially possible.

ABBREVIATIONS

BSRF BlueSky Research Foundation
Collection, Cairns, Queensland.

DSC Drew Strickland Collection, Geraldton,
Western Australia.

GPP Guido and Philippe Poppe, Conchology
Inc. Digital Encyclopedia,
www.conchology.be

L Length of the shell.

SYSTEMATIC PART

Order Prosobranchia Milne Edwards,
1848

Infraorder Neogastropoda Wenz, 1938
Superfamily Conoidea Fleming, 1822
Family Terebridae Mörch, 1852
Genus Cinguloterebra Oyama, 1961

Cinguloterebra stricklandi Zheng and Maxwell,
sp. nov.

(Plates 1, 2A, 3A)

Description. Shell lanceolate, 142.3 mm,
comprised of more than 30 whorls; protoconch
unknown; teleoconch with concave whorls;
thick bands above and below the incised suture,
the upper band is twice the width of the lower,
both bands randomly blotched with shades of
brown colour, weakly nodulated; the region
between the bands with five raised lines with
fine pustules; body whorl quadrate, strongly
angulated at half the length with similar
sculpture to teleoconch; aperture quadrate,
reflected anteriorly, posteriorly joining at the
lower half of the previous whorl; labrum sharp;
columella smooth without plications; colour
yellow-cream with various shades of brown
dashes on the convex areas of the whorls.

Type Material. Holotype – ROV on sandy
sediment west of Busselton, south-west Cape
Naturalist on continental shelf, 180 m, L. 142.3
mm (BSRF0046; pl. 2A); Paratype 1 – ROV on
sandy sediment, west Bernier Island, 160 m, L.
144.3 mm (DSC; pl. 1A); Paratype 2 – ROV on
sandy sediment, west Bernier Island, 230 m, L.
126.0 mm, dead material (DSC; pl. 1B); and
Paratype 3 – ROV on silty sand at 265 m, off
windy harbour, L. 104.3 mm (DSC ; pl. 3A).
Type Locality. West of Busselton, south-west
Cape Naturalist on continental shelf, 180 m.
Etymology. Named in honour of Drew
Strickland, Geraldton, Western Australia, who
collected the material used in this study and
kindly donated the type material.
Distribution and Ecology. Currently restricted
to the Southern Australian Paratropical Region,
the western Flindersian Molluscan Province
and in particular the Perthian Subprovince
(Petuch and Berschauer 2020). It is known only
from the continental shelf and is found on
sandy sediment in the 160-265 m depth.
Comparison and Remarks. Cinguloterebra
stricklandi is exceedingly rare in collections
and at present is known from a few specimens.
The material at hand has a extensive range, the
internal distribution of the taxon remains an
enigma. Cinguloterebra stricklandi can be
differentiated from most other Cinguloterebra
by the morphology of band about the suture,
lack of axial and subtle sculpture.
Cinguloterebra stricklandi is most similar to
the northern Pacific Cinguloterebra stearnsii
(Pilsbry, 1891) (Plate 2, Figs. B-D) but differs
in lacking the strong sutural beading of the
sutural bands of C. stearnsii, is larger, and
incised sculpture that is more subdued in its
incisions on the whorls. These incisions of C.
stearnsii also are greater number than in C.
stricklandi. Cinguloterebra connelli Bratcher
and Cernohorshy, 1985 (Plate 3, Fig. D) from
the Indian Ocean, and Cinguloterebra
loebbeckeana (Dunker, 1877) (Plate 3, Fig. B)
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from the northern Pacific, both have distinctive
uniform axial striations not present on C.
stricklandi. Cinguloterebra raybaudii (Aubry,
1993) (Plate 2, Fig. C) is a smaller species
from the Philippines and can be differentiated
by the absence of the strong banding above the
suture.
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Plate 1. Cinguloterebra stricklandi sp. nov.: A= Paratype 1 – ROV on sandy sediment, west Bernier Island, 160 m, L. 144.3 mm
(DSC); B= Paratype 2 – Dead ROV on sandy sediment, west Bernier Island, 230 m, L. 126.0 mm (DSC).
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Plate 2. Comparative plate of: Cinguloterebra stricklandi sp. nov. A= holotype ROV on sandy sediment west of Busselton, south-
west Cape Naturalist on continental shelf, 180m, L. 142.3 mm (BSRF0046); and Cinguloterebra stearnsii (Pilsbry, 1891),
Philippines: B= L. 70.9 mm (GPP 620335); C= L. 79.3mm (GPP 1015972); and D= L. 124.6 mm (GPP 477514).
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Plate 3. Comparative plate of: Cinguloterebra stricklandi sp. nov. A= Paratype 3 ROV on silty sand at 265m, off windy harbour, L.
104.3 mm (DSC); and B= Cinguloterebra loebbeckeana (Dunker, 1877), India, L. 121.5mm (GPP 1122276); C= Cinguloterebra
raybaudii (Aubry, 1993), Philippines L. 81 mm (GPP 951154); and D= Cinguloterebra connelli Bratcher and Cernohorsky, 1985,
South Africa, L. 81.9.6 mm (GPP 345463).


