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CONCHOLOGICAL REMINISCENSES

with the Help of our Note Books

Emery P. Chace and Elsie . Chace

My (€. P.) perents owned a dairy farm in Rhode Island end I was
born there in 1882, I went to a smell district school with about 15
pupils of various ages end then to a small high school at Warren.
Later I had a year as a special student at the Rhode Island State
College.

The Pamily moved to Redlands, California in 1901. They bought
a small home and I helpsd Father build a larger house on the property.
I picked oranges the first winter that I was there and later took up
electrical work. I was an operator in powerhouses and substations of
the Southern California €dison Company for some years and later in
those of the Los Angeles 'ater and Power Department of the City of Los
Angeles. Eventually I went into construction work in the Sen Pedro
area and stayed with it untill after I was 70 years old.

In 1905, in Les Angeles, I married Elsie Margarst Herbst and we
have 2 children, Geil P. Chace, @ mail carrier at San Pedro, and Ruth
Chace french, a Licensed Vocational Nurse.

ie first beceme interested in shells late in 1910 when we spent a
week's vacation at Terminal Island, then a modest resort at San Pedro,
California. There had been a storm the week before and there were
many shells on the beach. The next year we spent a week in the same
cottage end an acquaintance noting our interest in shells told us of a
Mrs. Eshnaur who lived nearby and had a large collection of shells.
fire and firs. W. H. Eshnaur invited me (E. P.) to go out with them to
work an early morning tide, so I learned much about the shells as we
collected, They later taught us about the scientific names and showed
us some books sbout shells. Incidentiaslly, they were wailing that the
east San Pedro mud flats, then being dredged out to improve Los Angeles
Harbor, was where they were accustomed to collecting Ida's tellin,
named for one of the Concholooical Club of Southern California members.
That Christmas brought us a copy of Josiah Keep's "West Coast Shells"
and we later discovered other books about conchology in the Los Angeles
Public Library. At that time it was possible to borrow for use at home
many books that are now kept in locked cases. Our subscription to the
Nautilus also began sbout that time. A cottage at Seal Beech came into
the family sbout that time so we began e long series of collecting
trips to Seal Beach and the adjacent Anaheim Bay. One afternocn, in
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talking with another shell hunter, firs. Chace betrayed that she knew
differences among the shells usually lumped as cockles and the other
lady was interested. She proved to be firs. W. F. Ball, a charter mem=
ber of the Conchological Study Club of Southern California. i#irs.
Eshnaur had mentioned the club, but because of poor health was not an
active member of it at that time. The club was limited to 12 ladies
and met at the homes of members. Through Mrs. Ball, 'rs. Chace was
invited to be a quest at a meeting in firs. Oldroyd's home on Signal
Hill. A fellow guest that day was Julia Ellen Rogers, then of New
York, but visiting reletives in Long Beach. In June of 1913, firs,
Chace was invited to join the club. The members of the club at that
time were:

WMrs. s F. B8all iligs Margaret Wood

irs. Maria faldridge ilrs. Lizzie Drain

Mrse. Elizabeth Johnston iirs. 4. H. Golisch

lirs. Sar=h lcFerren firs. Elizabeth A. Lawrence
firse Te 9. (Ida) Oldroyd firs. fiatiida Zech

ilisg Lillian Zech f'rs., Elsie . Chace

It was a day to be remembered when the club met at our home and iirs,
Chace gave a talk about the lamp shells and their alliss.

About 1916, this club was invited to meet at the Southwest flue
seum and to open its membership to anyone interested in conchology.
This invitation was accepted and that is when I (E. P.) became a
member of the Conchological Clubh of the Southwest Museum. fir. Y. H.
GColisch and iir. Allyn G, Smith joined the club at that time and fr.

A. M. Strong became a member shortly after that. #Mr. and firs. Golisch
gave their large collection of shells to the Southwest Museum about
that time and we were asked to assist in checking the taxonmomy of that
collection. A few years later that collection was given to the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology at Pasadena. The museum had no heating
facilities at that time and was not a comfortable place to meet during
the winter so it was given up as a meeting place. A few meetings were
held in the business office of fir. A. M. Strong and a little later
arrangements were made for meetings to be held at the Los Angeles City
Public Library.

Let's go back a bit. In those days our collecting was limited to
those areas that we could reach by streetcar and ocur first collection
material was housed in large flat cardboard boxes. About 1915 I (E. P.),
being a bit of a woodworker, got lumber and built a cabinet for the
growing collection. When that was filled another cabinet was built.
Altogether we now have 6 large cabinets and 4 smaller ones. We were
living in southeast Los Angeles at that time and it was convenient to
taeke the big red streetcars to San Pedro or to Balboa. In the summer=-
time, the lowest tides were in the very early morning and I used to take
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the last car at night to the end of the line and then wait for daye
light to collect shells. &everal times we walked from Point Fermin
to Point hite during the early hours in order to collect there at
daylight. In these days there were many shells to be found at that
not so readily aveilable spot. A few times firs. Chace and I took the
last evening streetcar to Balboa and by previous arrangement crossed
the bay by ferry. Then, with a knapsack full of food and a pair of
blankets tied around it, we hiked about three miles to what is now
called Crystal Cove. Collecting was very good there at that time be-
cause so few people got there (no rcad), After three days collecting,
the food supply was gons, the knapsack was full of shells, end we hiked
back to the ferry which took us to Balboa and the streetcar for home.

From our headquarters at firs. Chace's mother's cottage at Seal
Beach we did quite a lot of beachcombing over these years and found
many species. Polinices lewisii and P, recluziana frequently were
hermit crab specimens that had good crepidulas perched on them, or in
them, I remember one low tide when there were hundreds of drill shells
on the beach but they are seldom ssen on the beach that way. In Anaheim
Bay, I could dig a mess of cockles for chowder almost any day and there
were other bivalves including Sanguinolaria nuttallii, the Purple Clam.
fluch of this area is now Naval Reserve and NO TRESPASSING.

In the summer of 1914, firs. Chace and I made a trip to San Diego
on the small steemship Queen to visit my uncle, D. L. Cmery, who was
also interested in shells. #r, Emery and I collected on the edge of
Point Loma on one early morning low tide and I obtained a few good
rock-horing species. Several Adula stvlina Cpr. (now called Botula

californiensis) were among the species collected and this was not common
in collections at that time.

In 1915 we again visited Mr. Emery in San Diego and spent a day at
the Exposition that was in progress at Balboa Park. e enjoyed the fair
and we also enjoyed some shell collecting. I found an odd form of Cer-
ithidea californica in the National City area of San Diego 3ay that Dr.
S« S. Berry later named C. c. hvporhyssa. It is now considered only an
ecologic form that was caused by factory waste contaminating the inter-
tidel mudflats at that point.

One afternoon we took @ small railrcad train that ran to La Jolla
as far as Pacific Beach and then walked down to the beach to the mouth
of Wission Bay. WMot much collecting along the ocean beach but after
sleeping on the sand most of the night we found that collecting was very
good on the gravelly flat just inside the bay. e gathered Semele decisa
and several other clams, and also many univalves, some of which were new
to our collection. !/e gathered a few tiny land shells (Vertiqo cali-
fornica) from the leaves of the Messmbryantheum that was growing along the
top of the beach. The San Diego Society of Natural History had a small
display of shells and other material in 2 rooms in the downtown Hotel
Cecil and we visited with Mrs. Kate Stephens who was curator at that time.




In 1916 we were carrying an exchange advertisement in the
Nautilus and this started several conchological correspondences which
lasted for many years. One was with J. R. LeBrocton Tomlin of the
British fiuseum. The most unusual, however, was with a German druggist
in Tien-Tsin, China. As he had access to very few shell books, he
sent us a package with the shells numbered and asked that the identi-
fications (names) be sent back to him numbered. Most of them were
beyond us so we sent them to the late Bryant Walker with whom we were
already in correspondence. He determined that one of them was unde-
scribed and sent it to Dr. Pilsbry. It appeared in the Nautilus (vol.
33:2) as Clausilia steetzneri--named for the collector, with good
locality data, Szechuan Province, China.

The Lorquin Matural History Club was organized in 1913 by Fordyce
Grinnell. It was a group of high school boys that were interested in
various branches of natural history. They made frequent trips to the
hills back of Pasadena to study and collect. One member was interested
in snakes, another in butterflies, and others in geology or botany. I
heard about the club and joined it in 1915 to tell them about shells
while I learned about other things from them. .Occasional trips were
made to the Point Fermin area where I could tell them about shells. On
one of these trips to Point fFermin, some Pleistocene fossil shells were
collected from an exposure that was later named "The Chiton Bed" because
there were many chiton valves among the shells collected. #r. Alonzo
Davis (later a research man at the State Experiment Station at Riverside)
and Charles Richter (later Dr. Charles Richter of the California Insti-
tute of Technology) were on this trip. A small bulletin called LORQUINIA
was published by the club for many months. The first number was in
August, 1916 and the last one in January, 1919. I was editor of the last
two numbers and the last one carried an article that I wrote about "The
Chiton Bed" which listed 66 molluscan species, 12 of them chitons. An-
other member of the club was Paul Bonnot who later was an expert on
abalones for the California Fish and Game Commission. Another member
was Allyn G. Smith, now a research man with the California Academy of
Science.

In the spring of 1917, we sent a few chitons to the Acadsmy of
Natural Sciences at Philadelphie that, to our eyes, were not readily
identifiable. Dr. Vanatta wrote us about them and suggested that they
might be a new species. Theat started us out after more specimens and
a more deteiled study of them. ¥e found thet the specimens in guestion
were a situs form of the common Ischnochiton conspicuus Dall, and had
been named in a Carpenter ms. (see Nautilus, vol. 31, pp. 37-40, 1917).

About 1918 a letter from H. H. Smith, curator of the Alabama State
Geological Survey, asked if we could send lots of California marine
shells that could be split into 20 collections to be put into the schools
in that state. ‘ie replied that we could and sent a large box of shells
to him by freight. #r. Smith had agreed to send us specimen for specimen
and it was a very profitable exchange for us, as when the box was unpacked






