Bursidae

Crossata californica (Broderip, 1833)

Common Name: California Frog Shell

©A. Lazere

Pictured Specimen: 86mm with operculum, scuba 65', Santa Barbara (won at SDSC auction)
Range: Point Conception to Baja California
Habitat: Amongst rocks in shallow water or on sand in water to 300' (90m)

Description: Up to 160mm. Broadly oval, conical spire, yellowish white to pale brown, sometimes with
brown spiral lines. Whorls strongly angled with two varices on opposite sides, with 2-3 strong pointed
knobs between varices. Surface sculpted with many irregular spiral threads.Parietal wall and broad
columellar area covered by a white ridged or toothed callus. Aperture ovate, white, thin corneus
operculum. Outer lip flaring and expanded, toothed within with V-shaped canal at top and longer slanting
canal at base. Columnella and outer lip often edged with gray.

Lifestyle: A scavenger (as it is often found in crab and lobster traps). The young live in sandy gravel
between rocks in shallow water. The adults inhabit deeper water. Years ago it was sold for food in
southern California. Bursa (the old genus name) means purse. Some resembled flattened leather
purses.
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