Muricidae

Austrotrophon catalinensis (Oldroyd, 1927)

Common Name: Catalina Trophon

Type Locality: Off San Pedro, California, at 25 fathoms depth.

Distibution: Point Conception, California to Punta Abreojos, Baja California,
Mexico.

Size: 85to 100 mm in length.

Description: “Shell large, thin, yellowish-brown; whorls seven, in addition to the
nucleus; varicies seven, wide and acutely laminated; the spines are guttered and
rounded at the back; canal long, arcuate, and open the entire length. Interior of
mouth polished and the inner lip has a this wash of calus.” (original description)
Notes: This elegant muricid is highly sought after by collectors, and today is one
of the hardest to obtain endemic shells from the Californian Molluscan Province.
It used to be rarely collected subtidally as an occasional bycatch by fishermen
trawling off the coast southern California and northern Baja California Mexico.
Since the 2004 moratorium on trawling within three nautical miles from the
coastline this species is virtually unobtainable, with the occasional specimen
surfacing from old collections.
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