Family Muricidae

Pteropurpura macroptera Deshayes (1839)

Common Name: Macroptera Murex

Images: The standard color is brown,(upper left). Form tremperi (2 central photos) is
uncommon, and have horizontal off white bands. There is also a very uncommon
albanistic form (far right).

Distribution: The species occurs from coastal central California south along the Pacific
coast to Baja California Sur, Mexico. It is found again, much further north in the Golfo de
California (Skogland,1983) and in the area of Loreto, Baja California Norte (Tuskes &
Tuskes, 2016).

Habitat: The species is associated with rock reefs. In the cool water of northern California
(San Louis Obispo County north), they may occur in very shallow water. In the warmer
waters off San Diego they are usually found at depths greater than 18 m.

Size: The length of most shells observed on the reef are usually 45 mm or less. Specimens
greater than 55 mm in length are not common, large individuals are 60-70 mm in length.

Notes: The margins of the varices (wings) are usually broad and, often ruffled and
scalloped making for an attractive shell. Heavily encrusted shelled snails are best left
behind owing to the difficulty of cleaning the shell. Text and photos by Paul Tuskes.

Reference: For more details such as diet, growth, reproduction and predation of bivalves,
and more citations, see Tuskes & Burhan, 2024. The Festivus, 56(4) :265-270.

For more photographs see Berschauer & Clark. 2018. Marine Shells of the California
Province.



