
Cypraeidae 
Neobernaya spadicae (Swainson, 1823) 

Common Name: The Chestnut Cowry  

Location: Typically rocky subtidal habitats from Monterey Bay, California south to Baja 
California South, Mexico. 

Size: Males (a) 35-45 mm.  Females (b)  50-60 mm.  Typical range  

Color forms: All white, white portions rust colored, dorsum extremely dark brown to 
orange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:  Live shells have a fleshy mantle with dark spots that the animal can extend over the 
entire shell (Fig. c).  Females tend their egg capsules and keep debris from settling on the 
capsules. Under rocks and ledges in crevices during the day, exposed at night while out 
feeding.  Photos P. Tuskes 

Additional literature:  Tuskes  The Festivus, 2013. 45 (9); Groves  Zoosympoia, 2019 #13.          
Additional photographs:  Berschauer & Clark. Marine Shells of the California Province.  
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