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ABSTRACT A new species of volute endemic to Bonaire is named from the Voluta musica
complex. The Bonaire Voluta population has been recognized as geographically isolated,
morphologically distinct, and is compared with the mainland species Voluta musica, Voluta damula
from Curaçao, and Voluta caquetio from Aruba. This is the third shallow-water volute species from
the “ABC” islands off the coast of Venezuela, with each species endemic to a single
bathymetrically isolated island.
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INTRODUCTION

The senior author previously reviewed the
Voluta musica complex in great detail,
following prior workers including Dall and
Olsson (Berschauer 2024). The Voluta musica
complex has six species, including: Voluta
musica Linnaeus, 1758, V. carneolata Lamarck,
1811, V. thiarella Lamarck, 1811, V. damula
Dall, 1907, V. typica Dall, 1907, and V.
caquetio Berschauer & Ros, 2025; and three
recognized morphological forms or subspecies
V. musica laevigata Lamarck, 1811, Voluta
musica guiniaca Lamarck, 1811, and Voluta
musica plicata Dillwyn, 1817. (Berschauer
2024; Berschauer & Ros 2025). These taxa are
differentiated based upon distinctive
morphology, color and pattern, and isolated
geographic locations, due to their ecology and
dispersal capabilities. Voluta musica, sensu
stricto, is found from Santa Marta, Colombia
eastward along the Venezuelan coast to just
south of Trinidad (the Venezuelan
Subprovince), and this species exhibits the
greatest variability in morphology, pattern, and
color of all taxa in the Voluta musica complex.

(Berschauer 2024). This coastal population is
the largest contiguous population of any taxon
in the complex, and these facts are consistent
with Gibson-Smith’s hypothesis that V.
musica’s ancestral population evolved off the
coast of Venezuela (Gibson-Smith, 1973).

Voluta musica Linnaeus, 1758 is a well-known
tropical western Atlantic volute, which has
been reported from the “West Indies”, from the
northern coast of South America, east across
the coastline of Venezuela, then northwards up
the Lesser Antilles Arc (Weaver & DuPont,
1970). Voluta musica is known to have direct
development, with an encapsulated veliger
stage that is unable to disperse until after
metamorphosis into a crawl-away hatchling
snail. These tiny volutes measure 6.4 to 8.6 mm,
have a small complete shell, and a pigmented
foot and siphon (Penchaszadeh & Miloslavich,
2001; Rangel et al. 2011). Voluta musica was
previously described as inhabiting a relatively
shallow habitat range in the littoral zone to
approximately 5 fathoms, or 9.1 meters in
depth (Weaver & DuPont, 1970). Recently,
detailed ecological studies have shown that V.
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musica lives in shallow waters on sand and
coraline-lime bottoms often associated with
“turtle grass” Thalassia testudinum K.D.
Koenig, 1805, and prefer to lay their eggs on
valves of the Pen Shells Atrina seminuda
(Lamarck, 1819), Pinna carnea Gmelin, 1791,
and the Ark Shell Anadara floridiana (Conrad,
1869) in shallow water turtle grass beds (von
Cosel, 1976; Flores, 1978; Rangel et al. 2011).
These animals are direct developers and are
subject to bathymetric barriers to dispersal
(Berschauer 2024).

During interglacial times and the associated
eustatic highs during the Neogene (Petuch,
1981; Carlson, 2011), ancestral populations of

V. musica became geographically isolated on
offshore islands both along the coast of South
America, and some of the southernmost islands
of what are now known as the Lesser Antilles.
Those isolated ancestral V. musica populations
have become genetically isolated, and have had
the opportunity to evolve into closely related
allopatric species over the last million years
(Petuch, 1981). From the Pliocene to the
present, with significant sea level fluctuations
over geological time, populations of ancestral V.
musica have become physically isolated on
offshore islands, and those populations became
genetically isolated, and evolved into closely
related allopatric species. (Berschauer 2024)

Map 1.Map of Bonaire showing depths surrounding the coastline. Sites where specimens used in this study are denoted by red
circles. A= Kralindijk; B= Salt Pier area; C= Lac Bay.
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The island of Bonaire is located off the
continental shelf of South America, 80
kilometers north of the Venezuelan coast. The
island of Bonaire has an extremely sharp drop
off to deep water close to shore, as seen by the
depth findings in Map 1 (depth data taken from
Bonaire Marine Chart). The entire coastline of
the island of Bonaire down to a depth of 200
feet was designated a marine sanctuary in 1979
for biodiversity conservation, accordingly all
specimens used in this study came from old
collections. The marine fauna of Bonaire
differs significantly from its neighboring
Grenadine Subprovince islands Aruba and
Curaçao (together sometimes referred to as the
ABC islands) because of its isolation due to the
enormously deep waters surrounding the island
(Petuch 2013; Petuch & Berschauer, 2021). By
way of comparison, the waters of the Bonaire
Basin between the coasts of Curaçao and
Bonaire extend to 1,500 m deep, whereas the
waters between Aruba and Venezuela range
between 135 to 200 m in depth (Smith et al.
2002). Thus, Bonire is a true oceanic island and
is isolated from neighboring faunas. Given the
ecology of these organisms, the deep waters
between Bonaire and Curaçao, and between
Bonaire and the mainland constitutes an
insurmountable barrier to dispersal for these
organisms. The Bonaire Voluta population is
recognized by the authors as being
geographically isolated, morphologically
distinct, and is named herein. The holotype
bears a Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles type number, denoted “LACM” herein.

SYSTEMATICS

Class Gastropoda Cuvier, 1795
Subclass Sorbeoconcha Ponder and

Lindberg, 1997
Order Prosobranchia Milne-Edwards,

1848
Infraorder Neogastropoda Wenz, 1938

Superfamily Volutoidea Rafinesque, 1815
Family Volutidae Rafinesque, 1815
Subfamily Volutinae Rafinesque, 1815
Genus Voluta Linnaeus, 1758

Voluta bonay Berschauer and Ros,
new species

(Plate 1 Figures A-I, Plate 2 Figures A-B,
Plate 3 Figures A-D, Figure 1)

Description. Shell average size for genus
between 40 to 55 mm in length; body whorl
approximately two-thirds of total length;
anterior quarter of body whorl with 4 to 5
strongly impressed narrow grooves with
pustules; body whorl with 8 to 9 low
longitudinal ribs terminating in large rounded
shoulder knobs; protoconch large, dome-like,
inflated, consisting of 3 to 3½ whorls, glossy,
lemon-yellow to gold with clear-white terminal
end; teleoconch consisting of 4 whorls, 8 to 9
rounded knobs at shoulder; suture weakly
impressed, irregular, following curvature of
shoulder knobs; aperture elongated ovate-
square, outer lip parallel with columella;
interior pale peach; columella thin, weakly
glazed, transparent light peach with 7 to 8 thin
plicae on columella; base color pale creamy-
white ornamented with intricate design
consisting of 2 spiral bands; upper band in
middle of body whorl with creamy orange-gold
base overlain by 3 to 7 thin tan-gold parallel
spiral lines resembling music bar lines with
amorphous olive-gray patches crossed by
irregular vertical fringe-like wavy lines; lower
band at bottom of body whorl consisting of 4 to
6 tan-gold parallel spiral lines crossed by
irregular vertical fringe-like wavy lines; upper
spiral music bar band framed by bands of
irregular small dark-brown to black dots or
small blotches; remainder of base pattern
consisting of 3 to 4 rows of small dark-brown
specks; operculum elongated oval, gold-tan,
translucent, thin with concentric growth lines.
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Type Material. HOLOTYPE - 48.8 mm in
length, 27.4 mm in width, from Kralendijk,
Bonaire, LACM No. 3994 (Plate 1, Figures A-
B). PARATYPES - 5 paratypes in the
Berschauer Research Collection measuring
52.0 mm, 45.8 mm, 49.9 mm, 42.6 mm, 30.2
mm in length respectively; 2 paratypes in the
Douglas Shelton Collection measuring 43.8
mm, and 41.3 mm in length respectively; 1
paratype in the Paul Jones Collection
measuring 42.7 mm in length; and, 2 paratypes
in the Knut Straatman Collection measuring
52.9 mm, and 57.7 mm respectively.
Type Locality. Kralendijk, Bonaire.
Distribution. Endemic to the western and
southern coast of Bonaire, which is the leeward
side of the island and supports the ecological
habitat of the species.
Ecology. Found in shallow waters between 1
to 5 meters in depth on sand and coraline-lime
bottoms, buried in sand under broken coral
slabs, or among “turtle grass” Thalassia
testudinum K.D. Koenig, 1805.
Etymology. A noun in aposition, from the
Caquetío Arawak Indian word “Bonay” which
means “low country”.
Discussion. Voluta bonay differs from the
nominate species Voluta musica in that it is
proportionality narrower at the shoulder, has a
distinctive inflated dome-like lemon-yellow to
gold protoconch, has more numerous
columellar plicae, a pale creamy-white base
color, and a substantially more subdued and
lower contrast color pattern. The lectotype of V.
musica was selected by Olsson from the
Linnaean Collection, Linnean Society of
London, specimen No. 370, which measures
38.0 mm in length. (Olsson 1965) The
lectotype of V. musica is illustrated herein for
comparison as Plate 2, Figures C, D. Voluta
bonay has significant morphological
differences from the nearest island Voluta
populations, V. damula in Curaçao (Plate 2,
Figures E, F), and V. caquetio in Aruba (Plate 2,

Figures G, H). Deep water oceanic trenches
separate the islands of Aruba, Curaçao, and
Bonaire, creating marked bathymetric barriers
to dispersal of these volutes between these
islands despite their otherwise apparent
proximity (Petuch 2013; Petuch & Berschauer,
2021). Voluta damula in comparison to V.
bonay has a higher, more pointed, peach-
colored protoconch (Plate 3, Figure G), is paler
in color and has less intense markings and a
markedly subdued color pattern. By contrast, V.
bonay has a squat, inflated, dome-like lemon-
yellow to gold protoconch (Plate 3, Figures A
to D). For a comparison of the protoconchs of
V. bonay, the mainland species V. musica, V.
damula, V. caquetio, and V. thiarella see Plate
3. Finally, Voluta bonay is unique among the
Voluta musica complex species in that it has
strongly impressed narrow grooves with
pustules on the anterior one-quarter length of
the body whorl, which are present from
juveniles through adults except in beach worn
or gerontic individuals (Figure 1). This
character is not seen in other members of the
Voluta musica complex.

Figure 1. Voluta bonay showing strongly impressed narrow
grooves and pustules on anterior end.



Volume: 58 THE FESTIVUS ISSUE 3

ISSN 0738-9388

188

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The authors thank Marcus Coltro of Femorale
for sharing detailed locality data and
photographic images of numerous specimens
used in this study. Further thanks to Douglas
Shelton, Paul Jones, and Knut Straatman of the
Netherlands for the loan of specimens for study.
Further thanks to Richard Goldberg and Kevan
Sunderland for locating and making available
additional specimens for this study. Special
thanks to Anne Dupont for allowing us to use
her live animal photo of this amazing creature
on our front cover.

LITERATURE CITED

Berschauer, D.P. 2024. Review of the Voluta musica
Complex. The Festivus 56(2):65-88.
http://doi:10.54173/F56265

Berschauer, D.P. & L.G. Ros. 2025. A new endemic
species of Voluta from Aruba. The Festivus
57(4):240-247. http://doi:10.54173/F574240

Bonaire Marine Chart. Depth data surrounding the
island obtained on-line on May 16, 2026. See:
https://www.gpsnauticalcharts.com/main/nautical
-chart/cb_nc_1414_0-bonaire-nautical-chart.html

Carlson, A.E. 2011. Ice Sheets and Sea Level in
Earth’s Past. Nature Education Knowledge
3(10):3.

Flores, C. 1978. Cápulas ovigeras de Gasterópodos
Prosobranchia de los aguas costeras de Venezula.
Masters Thesis. Universidad de Oriente,
Cumaná-Venezuela. 112 pp.

Gibson-Smith, J. 1973. The genus Voluta (Mollusca:
Gastropoda) in Venezuela, with the description
of two new species. Geos 20:65-73.

Olsson, A.A. 1965. A review of the genus Voluta and
the description of a new species. Bulletin of
American Paleontology 49(224):653-671.

Penchaszadeh, P.E. & P. Miloslavich, 2001.
Embryonic stages and feeding substances of the
South American volutid Voluta musica
(Caenogastropoda) during intracapsular
development. American Malacological Bulletin
16(1/2):21-31.

Petuch E.J. 1981. A volutid species radiation from
northern Honduras, with notes on the Honduran
Caloosahatchian Secondary Relict Pocket.
Proceedings of the Biological Society of
Washington. 94(4):1110-1130.

Petuch, E.J. 2013. Biogeography and Biodiversity of
Western Atlantic Mollusks. CRC Press, London,
Boca Raton, New York. 234 pp. https://doi.org/
10.1201/b14798

Petuch, E.J. & D.P. Berschauer. 2021. Tropical
Marine Mollusks: An Illustrated Biogeographical
Guide. CRC Press, London, Boca Raton, New
York, 357 pp. https://doi.org/10.1201/
9781003120070

Rangel, M.S., A. Tagliafico, J. Mendoza, L. Freites,
J. Silva, A. Vásquez, & N. García. 2011.
Population, reproductive and ecological aspects
of the music volute Voluta musica
(Caenogastropoda: Volutidae) in northeastern
Venezuela. Pan-American Journal of Aquatic
Sciences 6(2):121-137.

Smith, M.L, K.E. Carpenter & R.E. Waller. 2002.
An Introduction to the Oceanography, Geology,
Biogeography, and Fisheries of the Tropical and
Subtropical Western Central Atlantic. In:
Carpenter, K.E. (ed.). The living marine
resources of the Western Central Atlantic.
Volume 1: Introduction, molluscs, crustaceans,
hagfishes, sharks, batoid fishes, and chimaeras.
FAO Species Identification Guide for Fishery
Purposes and American Society of Ichthyologists
and Herpetologists Special Publication No. 5.
Rome, FAO. 2002. pp. 1-600.

von Cosel, R. 1976. Contribución al conocimiento del
género Voluta Linné, 1758 (Prosobranchia) en la
Costa del Caribe de Colombia. Mitt. Instit
Colombo-Alemán Invest. Cienc. 8:83-104.
https://doi.org/10.25268/bimc.
invemar.1976.8.0.537

Weaver, C.S. & J.E. Dupont. 1970. Living Volutes:
A Monograph of the Living Volutidae of the
World. Monograph Series No. 1, Delaware
Museum of Natural History, Greenville,
Delaware. 375 pp. https://doi.org/10.5962/
bhl.title.132267

Cite as:
Berschauer, D.P. and L.G. Ros. 2026.
A new endemic species of Voluta from Bonaire.
The Festivus 58(3):184-191. http://doi:10.54173/
F583184

http://doi:10.54173/F56265
http://doi:10.54173/F574240
https://www.gpsnauticalcharts.com/main/nautical-chart/cb_nc_1414_0-bonaire-nautical-chart.html
https://www.gpsnauticalcharts.com/main/nautical-chart/cb_nc_1414_0-bonaire-nautical-chart.html
https://doi.org/10.1201/b14798
https://doi.org/10.1201/b14798
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003120070
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003120070
https://doi.org/10.25268/bimc.invemar.1976.8.0.537
https://doi.org/10.25268/bimc.invemar.1976.8.0.537
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.132267
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.132267
http://doi:10.54173/F583184
http://doi:10.54173/F583184


Volume: 58 THE FESTIVUS ISSUE 3

ISSN 0738-9388

189

Plate 1. Voluta bonay from Bonaire.
A, B= Voluta bonay, holotype measuring 48.8 mm in length, 27.4 mm in width, from, from Kralindijk, Bonaire, LACM No. 3994;
C= V. bonay, 43.8 mm in length, Douglas Shelton Collection; D= V. bonay, 42.6 mm in length, Berschauer Collection;
E= V. bonay, 30.2 mm, Berschauer Research Collection; F= V. bonay, 52.0 mm, Berschauer Research Collection; G= V. bonay, 45.8
mm, Berschauer Research Collection; H= 52.9 mm in length, Knut Straatman Collection; I= 57.7 mm in length, Knut Straatman
Collection.
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Plate 2. Voluta bonay compared with V. musica, V. damula, and V. caquetio.
A, B= Voluta bonay, holotype measuring 48.8 mm in length, 27.4 mm in width, from Kralindijk, Bonaire, LACM No. 3994; C, D= V.
musica, lectotype No. 370 from the Linnaean Collection, measuring 38.0 mm in length; E, F= V. damula, measuring 57.3 mm in
length, from Sint Michiel, Curaçao; and, G, H= V. caquetio, holotype measuring 63.5 mm in length, 40.8 mm in width, from
Malmok, Aruba, LACM No. 3983.
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Plate 3. Comparison of protoconch of Voluta bonay compared with V. musica, and other insular species.
A to D= Voluta bonay new species; E= V. caquetio Berschauer & Ros, 2025; F= V. musica Linnaeus, 1758; G= V. damula Dall,
1907 from Curaçao; H= V. thiarella Lamarck, 1811 (which has the largest and most distinctive protoconch of all taxa in the Voluta
musica complex).


